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Abstract

Islamic L.aws Governing Social Customs for Muslim
Minorities in USA

By
Ammar Monzer Mohammad Kahf

Supervisor
Professor Majed Abu Rakheya

cﬁ Jordan - Center of Thesis

This thesis tries to contribute to the formation of the long-awaited Islanw
Jurisprudence for Muslim minorities in the world. There is an estimated four hundr
million Muslims in the world who live as minorities, among which eight million in ¥
USA, and go through hardships that other Muslims don’t due to different lifg *55'
conditions. This study concentrates on social customs and traditions of Muslims in & Q
USA, since that is critical in the integration process of Muslims in American sociefy
The study’s purpose is to reach a balance between preserving the Muslim identity afid O
integrating in the American melting pot of cultures. It does so by examining the mannfet
by which Islamic text handles social customs regarding dealings with non-Muslims g
order to derive principles that govern all forms of social interaction with non-Musli
and then apply such principles on practical examples. —

The thesis’s goal was approached by discussing the issues in four chapters. TlTe':
first chapter was a study of American Muslims: their history, their characteristics, thes
demography and their problems. It also studies the type of communication Musli
have with the majority non-Muslim community from legal, official and soc%
perspectives.

The second chapter discussed the foundations of Jurisprudence for Musti¥a
Minorities, its goals, its characteristics, and its methodology. This chapter ald
discussed the meaning of social customs, its importance in Islamic Jurisprudence, dgs)
its correlation with the ethical and moral system of Islam. [nd

The Third chapter discussed the five important principles that govern sogial
relations with non-Muslims, their meaning and implications on practical levels. Thede
principles are: 1) Allegiance to Allah and the prophet and the believers and the
renunciation of all other allegiances, 2) Prohibition of blind imitation to non-Muslims in
their religious customs, 3) The ethic of hospitality and palliating with others, 4) The
status of traditions and customs in Islamic Jurisprudence and its effect on Muslim
minorities, and 5) Citizenship and it social effects such as affiliation with American
society, and the effect of that on the Islamic identity.

The fourth and final chapter is the practicat application of the principles and
foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence for Muslim Minorities. It discusses the Islamic
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point of view on: greeting non-Muslims, exchanging gifts, visiting the sick, giving
condolence for the deceased, participating in the funeral of non-Muslims, visiting their
graveyard, making social visits between Muslims and non-Muslims, attending
weddings, birthday parties, and celebration of religious and national holidays. This
chapter also discusses the restrictions to soctal intermingling with non-Muslims, such as

the presence of alcoholic drinks, or the mingling of men and women intimately.
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